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u.s, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES




Jim Davis, Pro.. 5ecralary
(202) 225-2171
FAX (202) 225-3158
DE LA GARZA CALLS FOR ACTION ON NAFrA CONCERNS
For immediate release, Monday, Jan. 11, 1993
WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza,
D-Texas, hailed President-elect Bill Clinton's Jan. 8 meeting with Mexican President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari as a "positive move that reinforces the importance of U,S,-
Mexican relations,"
Rep. de la Garza also said he shares President-elect Clinton's view that border
environmental concerns must be addressed by the two nations before the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) goes forward,
"Last week's meeting between President-elect Clinton and President Salinas
is a positive move that reinforces the importance of U.S.-Mexican relations, I believe
their meeting bodes well for the future and for the development of parallel
agreements to NAFTA, particularly with respect to the environment and related
infrastructure needs," said Rep, de la Garza,
The South Texas congressman has suggested that an ad hoc Southwest border
task force be created to advise President-elect Clinton on the environmental and
infrastructure needs of the U,S.-Mexico border and the Gulf of Mexico. A task force
comprised of government officials and private sector representatives would enable the
Clinton Administration to begin gathering comments on what is needed in an
environmental agreement, said Rep, de la Garza.
"I would envision the task force eventually being succeeded by the formal
Good Neighbor Environmental Board authorized under the Enterprise for the
Americas Initiative Act of 1992. It is vital that our Federal officials seek the input
of the people must directly affected along the border," said Rep. de la Garza, who
sponsored the legislation,
Rep. de la Garza also intends to renew his call for the conversion of a current
customs fee scheduled for elimination under NAFTA into an Environmental and
Infrastructure Border Maintenance Fee,
''We must provide additional resources to solve the problems caused by growth
and development along the border, Conversion of the customs fee into a border
maintenance fee is a small but important step to begin meeting these needs. My
!lropo!'al hll.s garnered the !'l1!l!'ort of 'I'ey"" offir,i'!Ip l\!1d bllS;.n.i;>SS gro1!!,S, including
the Texas Commerce Department, the Texas-Mexico Authority and the Border Trade
Alliance, I will urge the Clinton Administration to give serious consideration to this
option," said Rep, de la Garza,
#
NOTE: Reproduced on the reverse side of this release is the Whip Advisory detailing
the 1993 House Calendar as published by the Majority Whip of the House of
Representatives. We recommend that you keep this for future reference. Should you
have any questions concerning the House schedule, they should be directed to the





H 107 U.S. Capitol
225·3130
January 5 Congress Convenes
January 6 Joint Session for Electoral Ballot Count
January 11-19 District Work Period
January 18 Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday
January 20 Inauguration Day
February 1 Receive President's Budget
February 8-15....•.•.....•................ Lincoln/Washington District Work Period
February 12 Lincoln's Birthday
February 15 Washington's Birthday
March 19-22 March District Work Period
April 5-13 Easter District Work Period
April 6 Passover
April 11 Easter Sunday
May 28-June 4..............•...........•. Memorial Day District Work Period
May 31 Memorial Day
July 2-9.•...•.........•.....•.............July 4th District Work Period
July 4 Independence Day
August 9-September 7 .•......••...........August/Labor Day District Work Period
September 6 Labor Day
September 16 Rosh Hashanah
September 25 Yom Kippur
October 8 TARGET ADJOURNMENT
October 11 Columbus Day
November 2 Election Day
November 11 Veterans Day
November 25 Thanksgiving Day
·Dates are inclusive
